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extended and brought up to date with the most approved
appliances and methods, and will supply structural steel
materials, plates, bars, and rails, in short, practically all the
varieties of iron and steel which have hitherto been imported
into China. The works are provided with testing machines
and chemical laboratories in charge of qualified men, and all
steel materials, whether inspected or not, undergo a thorough
mechanical and chemical test. It is stated that the Chinese
workmen are satisfactory and afford plenty of cheap labour.
Skilled Chinese mechanics and millmen receive from 5 to
40 dollars (United States currency) per month, the average
wage being about 30 cents per day. Coolies and common
labourers are paid about 10 cents per day.

The   development   of   the   mercantile   marine,   of  the
telegraph   and  the  postal   systems,   has  been  the natural
accompaniment   of  railway   construction   in   China.    The
China Merchants Steam Navigation Company, as well as a
number of private owners, are now able to compete success-
fully for a share in the coasting trade, but as yet they have
no line trading to foreign ports.    Telegraphs are now freely
used by officials and merchants in all the more important
centres in China, and a modernised postal system is taking
the place of the antiquated system which has existed for so
long.    The manner in which the change is being appreciated
is shown by the rapidly increasing revenue from stamps.    All
these developments  are having  important results on  the
commerce and industry of the  country and are bringing
about many social reforms.    These are helped by the Chinese
press,   which  within   recent years  has   made  considerable
progress and does not hesitate to criticise the Government,
and indicate to the people the general backwardness of the
country.    No doubt its influence and extent will rapidly
increase as the students return from foreign countries, for
many of them are certain to take to journalism.    Some of
their sayings may be crude and their proposals impracticable,
but, nevertheless, they will make a continuance of many of
the existing conditions impossible.